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Year 8 homework project 

 Topic: War Poetry  

Deadline: 

 
Homework projects are designed to last a whole half term. You 

should spend between 6 to 8 hours completing the project. You 

must choose 3 tasks to complete in this time.  

Homework projects will be marked by your teacher and good 

work will be rewarded with positives and outstanding stars. The 

best work will receive the Head of English award. 

You must complete: 1 reading, 1 creative and 1 writing activity 

Reading: 

Read the text below and answer the questions. 

Creative: 

Research a well-known war poet (preferably one we haven’t covered yet in lesson) and create a timeline of 

their life. Include information on their view of WW1, details of their writing and their role during the war. This 

can be collated as imaginatively as you wish!  

OR 

Imagine you are a soldier. Create a vlog advising potential young soldiers of what to expect when they join up. 

Explain the realities of life in the trenches, in comparison to what you expected prior to enlisting. You can use 

any method you wish to create the vlog, but it must be possible to show it in class or to your teacher. If you 

cannot create the vlog, you should create a script/blog post instead. 

Writing: 

Create your own WW1 poem, which should encourage and persuade young men to join up. Think back to the 

work on propaganda posters last term. You might find it helpful to research propaganda to gain a clear 

understanding of how men were encouraged to join up in WW1.  

OR 

Research and write a detailed biography for Wilfred Owen. You should explore his life, family, reasons and 

motivations for writing, other poems and other interesting information about him.  

 

Challenge box! 

Using the reading task extract, create your 

own WW1 poem from Harry’s perspective, 

detailing your views and experiences of war so 

far. Use a range of poetic devices and 

powerful vocabulary that you have covered in 

lessons.   

Literacy Focus: 

 Have you used the correct grammar and punctuation 

in the right places in your poem? Capital letters 

should be included at the start of a new line, commas 

for pauses and full stops for the end of a sentence. 

Experiment with the structure and layout of your 

poem – think of it as a piece of art!  

 Have you used the correct tense throughout your 

piece of writing? Past = was/were Present = is/are  

 



Reading task 

 

 

Lieutenant Harry Jones was a soldier in the trenches of WW1. Here is an account that he wrote to try to 

capture what he went through every day he was involved in the war. 

The nights are the worst because it is almost 

impossible to sleep. All around me, men are moaning 

softly if they are in pain, or trying not to cry in case 

the others rib them. Some dream heavily and yell out 

as if they are being hunted by demons we can’t see. I 

find it hard to sleep at all. Sometimes, I’m scared to 

close my eyes, in case I don’t wake up again. If I do 

close my eyes, it is because I just can’t keep them open 

any more.  

The days are spent trying to keep warm, or keep dry, 

or keep alert. We spend a lot of time waiting for 

orders. We wait for the message to come through 

that we should get ready to go. So far, it still hasn’t 

come.  

Yesterday, I watched one of my mates being carried 

out of the dug out, his toes rotting because he has had 

no boots for weeks now. It made me feel sick, but we 

are not supposed to give in. Every day, I wonder 

whether this will be my day to die. Every day, I 

wonder whether I will see my mother again. And 

every day, I wonder whether I will see my sixteenth 

birthday. 



Reading task 

Answer at least five questions based on Lieutenant Harry Jones' account: 

 

1. Look at the opening paragraph. What are the two reasons that the boys 

try not to cry?  

2. Why did they have to carry out one of Harry’s friends from the dugout?  

3. Look at paragraph 2. Why did Harry need to keep alert?  

4. Look at the first paragraph again. Which words and phrases show you 

that the nights are difficult? 

5. Look at paragraph two. Which word or phrase suggests that they spend 

a lot of time doing things not directly connected to fighting? 

6. Why is it important that accounts like these survive? 

7. Which parts are the most effective of LHJ's account? Why are those 

parts effective? 

8. And every day, I wonder whether I will live to see my sixteenth birthday. 

          What does this phrase make you think? 

9. What do you think Harry’s view of war was before he joined up?  

10. How do we know that Harry is still holding onto hope? Find and 

copy the quote to support your answer.  

11. How does Harry view the war and his life now? Use PEA to 

structure your answer.  

 

 

 


